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GREENE SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Serving Greene County

since April, 1946
1703 N Elm, Suite 2, Jefferson, IA  50129

Ph. 515-386-3817 

 2006 Annual Report
2007 Commissioners & Officers:
(Commissioners are elected & serve without pay)
Mike Bravard, Chair
      Hardin Township
Kyle Niles, V Chair.          Paton Township

Johnetta Harms                  Grant Township

B J Wright                     Scranton Township
Mike Minnehan                  Cedar Township
Assistant Commissioners (appointed):

Sheila Dotts Hebenstreit, Jason Stauffer,  

     Steve Haupert, Mike Wolterman
Secretary & Treasurer:  Kathy Van Gundy

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."


Office Staff:
Kevin Kordick, NRCS District Conservationist
Kathy Van Gundy,                State Secretary

Mike Tighe,                    SWCD Technician

Curt Houk

  Soil Conservationist
Carolyn Schwartz, Soil Conservation Techn.
Steve Gilbert, Soil Conservation Technician
Curtis Goettsch,  SWCD Conserv’n Specialist
Greene SWCD at work in 2006: 

Allocated, approved and paid cost-share monies from REAP and IFIP according to District Policies and Priorities. Practices include terraces, basins, waterways, windbreaks, tree plantings, etc
EDUCATION: 

· Organized volunteers to test sites on key county water courses for nitrates

· Promotes conservation in the schools by providing educational materials paid for by Conservation Club. .

· Provides Soil Stewardship materials to County churches

· Has a booth at the Greene County Fair, providing information and drawing for ethanol certificates.

· Sponsors & organizes 6th Grade Outdoor Classroom for 200 students

· Has an annual conservation poster contest for Greene County students.

· Organized Women in Ag Renewable Energy Tour. 
STAFFING ASSISTANCE:
Greene SWCD Provides employees to work with state cost-share & REAP applications, water quality issues, CRP & EQIP plans & contracts,
60th ANNIVERSARY  promotion at ‘Summer on the Square’ in August reached 300-500 people.
A special insert highlighting Greene SWCD appeared in the Jefferson Bee.
Check our website for current programs:  
www.greeneswcd.org
CONSERVATION CLUB: Donations paid for Poster Contest and fair booth prizes, water testing supplies, and educational materials to schools as well as website expenses.

CONSERVATION PARTNERS:

IDALS/ DSC, NRCS, IDNR, CDI, Greene County Conservation, Environmental Habitat Corp, Pheasants Forever, IA Soybean Assn
WATER MONITORING,  GRANTS, INFO MEETINGS

· Organized volunteers to take water samples in streams in the county weekly to be tested for nitrates on spectrophotometer purchased by the district using approved lab procedures.
· Promoted conservation education with a Women in Ag Renewable Energy tour co-sponsored by Environmental Habitat Corp.to local ethanol & biodiesel plants & local wind farm.
· Procured Environmental Habitat Grant for Equipment & personnel
· Farm Bill funds from NRCS, Conservation Districts of Iowa and State of Iowa, Division of Soil Conservation Provided funds for staff to promote continuous CRP practices & farm bill.
· Funding assistance from EHC, IDNR and PF for employee shared with Boone Co to promote buffers and other Continuous CRP water protection practices. 
State of Iowa, Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship, Division of Soil Conservation provides a secretary, state support staff, training, cost-share funds  & reimburses commissioner meeting and SWCD office expenses . NRCS (USDA) provides office space, training, equipment, expertise, and staff to administer conservation SWCD and USDA programs.

IOWA FINANCIAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM

Funded by Division of Soil Conservation, Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
50% Reimbursement of actual or estimated cost, whichever is less, of practices to correct an erosion problem on ag land. Twenty (20) year maintenance Agreement is required except Pasture & Hay land Plantings (10 Yr). Ag income required $2500.
PERMANENT PRACTICES ELIGIBLE FOR STATE COST-SHARE PROGRAMS:
Grade Stabilization Structure:  An earthen dam or embankment with a mechanical outlet to stabilize the flowline grade or control head cutting in a natural or constructed channel.

Grassed Waterway: A natural or constructed waterway or outlet shaped and graded, on which suitable vegetation is established to conduct excess surface runoff water from terraces, diversions or basins

Water & Sediment Control Basin: A short earthen embankment with an underground outlet, constructed across the slope to reduce erosion and trap sediment.

Terraces: An earthen barrier or embankment constructed across the field slope using a combination of a ridge and channel to reduce field erosion and trap sediment. Types of terraces normally used: narrow based, grassed backslope, basin, broadbased, gradient.


Pasture & Hayland Planting: 
The establishment of long-term stands of perennial forage plants to control excessive water erosion, by converting land from row crop production to permanent vegetative cover.


REAP (Resource Enhancement & Protection) 
50% Reimbursement, 20-Year Maintenance Agree-ment for tree and native grass establishment or restoration. Ag production required. Practices include:
 Farmstead windbreaks: A belt of trees and shrubs established next to a farmstead.  Cost- share:  75% of actual cost not to exceed $15 per tree & $2.25 per shrub, or $1200 per windbreak. 
Tree Planting:  Establishment of a stand of trees for timber production and environmental improvement; minimum of three acres; Cost-share:  75% of actual cost, not to exceed $365/acre (ground cover, trees, tree planting , weed & pest control.  75% of actual cost not to exceed $120/ac. for woody plant competition control.  Fencing: $8/acre

Planned Grazing System:  is a practice in which two or more grazing units of native grasses are alternately rested and grazed in a planned sequence.  75% of actual or estimated cost-whichever is less.  Fencing, $8/ac

Conservation Cover: Establishment of perennial vegetative cover, native grasses and/or forbs, on land.  Cost-share: 75% of actual or estimated cost, whichever is less.

Timber stand Improvement: Increase growth and quality of timber stands and wildlife habitat. 5 acres minimum.  75% Cost-share.

STATE NO-INTEREST REVOLVING LOAN
Eligible landowners can borrow up to $10,000 at no interest for a ten-year period (10 installments), to construct permanent soil conservation practices.  Not used with other funding sources.
NEW!   LOCAL WATER PROTECTION PROGRAM
Low-cost (3%) financing available to address water quality practices (all conservation practices).  May be used in addition to other funding (cost-share, etc)   
	2006 STATE COST-SHARE 
FUNDS REPORT (12/06)

	Funds provided by State of Iowa

Division of Conservation/IDALS1E

	State Cost-Share 2006-07 
Allocation

 $40,041.35

Obligated

38,347.50

Spent

0

Available

 $1,693.85

State Cost-Share 2005-06

	Allocation + Supp.
	$  39,,967.60 

	Obligated
	      10,105.63 

	Spent
	29,861.97

	Available
	$     0

	State Cost-Share 2004-05

	Allocation 
	 $  9,516.56 

	Obligated
	      0 

	Spent
	     9,516.56 

	Recalled
	   $   0

	State Cost-Share 2003-04

	Allocation + Supp.
	51,971.97 

	Obligated
	2,000.00

	Spent
	48,574.70

	Available
	1,397.27

	REAP Practices 2007
	

	Allocation                        $   13,369.29

	Obligated                                     
	8,895.00 

	Available
	$ 4,474.29

	
	

	REAP F-NG 2006
	 

	Allocation                        $4,406.43.00

	Obligated
	$1950.00

	Available             
	$ 2,456.43

	
	


Landowners must sign the application and Maintenance Agreement.  Funds are obligated on a first-come, first-serve basis according to District Policies & Priorities. Complete survey and design will be completed after funds are obligated on a first-come 











